
COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES 

WASHINGTON 

JL'f^KSl 
MAR - 3 1938 

The Honorable, 

Iho Secretary of State* 

Slrj 

There has been oonsidor^ yoxir letter of Boconber 21, 1937* 

FA 125*951*1/36, replying to office letter of December 10, 1937, 

relative to tbe tenure under lease S«336-fa-3, entered into on̂  

February 12, 1932, for the Secretary of State by the Aisierieaa 

Consul at Tunis, Tunisia, and Mrs* J« Laehaums as agent for Mrs* 

Honry^Haymcnd liSalinet for the quarters 9eoupied by the Ainerican 

Consulate at Tugola* 

T/lth reapoot to the tenure the lease provides ae foilowst 

"The present lease is based on the Gregorian year* The lease 
Is made for <ya& year to begin January 1, 1932!» and to ond Deisember 
31« 1932* If tj however the notice of leaving Is not given \sy letter 
or other method, by one or other of the tiwo contraoting parties at 
least three months previous to ths expiration of the lease, tha 
lease will be valid under the saoe oonAltlons and clauses for another 
year or until notice of leaving has been deliaitely given* This 
notice can be given by a simple registered letter*" 

It has long been held by the accounting officers and the courts, 

that a lease to ths United States for a torm of years is binding 

upon the Government only to the end of the fiscal year thon current, 

with an option in the Govemment to renew from year to year until 

the end of tha term, subject to appropriations being made available 

therefor* See sections 3679 and 3732* Rervised Statutes, as amendedf 



A-91697 * 2 -

aot of April 2U# 1920, 14 Stat. 5781 Bradley v* United States, 9B 

U*S. 10l4.> Chaae v* United States, 155 ̂ 'S* ̂ 1 Loiter v* United 

States, 271 U*S* 204| Goodyear v* U^ted States, 276 U*S* 287t 1 

Comp* Gen* 10| 9 id* 355* 522* However, ao pointed out in your 

letter, in the oaee of the Departcoent of State there lo speolflo 

authority of lawi in the owuxal appropriation aoto beginning with 

the aot of July t, 1932, k l Stat* 14.79* oovering tlie fiscal year 

1933* Q ^ continuing dcfon to the present time* 

Aooprdingly, while the subject lease was exeoutod on February 

12, 1932, prior to the statutory authority contained in tho aot of 

July 1, 193(3* aupra, and subsequent aota, in viev of all the oir-

ovsmstoaoes this office ia aot required to question the continuation 

of the lease in effect until Deoembor 3^* 19kXt tlis date suggested 

in your letter, unless terroinatod prior to tliat date* 

Re6peotfully, 

(Signed) K. H. :^>^•;^^i: 

Aoting Comptroller General 
of the United States* 


